 Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Baright Public Library
Dated Aug 20, 2026 Baright Public Library
 
Attendees: Melanie Bloom (Trustee), Sharon Medina (Trustee), Edie Vaughan (Trustee), Amanda Pena (Director), Angela Ritchey, (Trustee). Absent Jim O’Donnell (Trustee).

1)  Call to order.  Meeting called to order by Melanie Bloom at 6:34 pm.

2) Acknowledgment of the Open Meeting Law.  “This meeting is subject to the Nebraska Open Meetings Act.”  Read by Melanie Bloom.

3) Agenda Approval.  Sharon Medina made a motion to approve the August agenda, seconded by Edie Vaughan. Motion carried with the following trustees voting aye: Melanie Bloom, Sharon Medina, Angela Ritchey, and Edie Vaughan.
			
4) Approve minutes.  A motion to approve the July minutes was made by Edie Vaughan, seconded by Angela Ritchey.  Motion carried with the following trustees voting aye: Melanie Bloom, Sharon Medina, Edie Vaughan, and Angela Ritchey. 

5) Financial Report.  The board reviewed the financial report from July, 2026. There were no unusual expenses. 

6) Statistical Report.  The board reviewed and discussed the statistical report from July, 2026. Generally speaking, most categories were mixed. Adult and Teen circulation was down from June. Overall, most numbers decreased or increased slightly from the last month, while cardholders increased. There are mixed numbers up and down from the previous year. Programs and program attendance is up.

7) Activities Report on Strategic Plan.
Library Services

1. Provide educational and institutional support to the community for those lacking financial stability.

a. We had 760 people sign up for our summer reading program.
i. 644 Children
ii. 116 Adults

b. The library offered 91 programs this summer for the community and had 1,981 people attend the events.

c. In July, we offered two STEM programs for elementary children every Monday and Tuesday afternoon.  We had great participation from the community with our Minecraft event being attended by over 50 people.
				
2. Assist an aging population with appropriate services and programs.
			
a. For July’s Brunch and Learn, we had the American Legion present about service, citizenship, and community as America celebrates its 2050th birthday with food provided by Little Caesars.

b. For Lunch and Learn, we had US Marine Richard Zierke speak about the American Flag folding ceremony with food provided by Runza.

c. On July 8, we partnered with Metro Community College to provide an hour-long class on how to manage your passwords.  The program is geared toward seniors.

3. Encourage a strong Ralston economy through promotion of Ralston as a place to live and do business.

a. For the duration of the summer reading program, we have partnered with Lemon Tree Café to give bookmarks to patrons that if they bring them into Lemon Tree, the library will receive 10% of the proceeds from the patron’s meal.  Lemon Tree donated $250 to the library from proceeds.

b. We partnered with the Creative Hinge District to display the painted canvas from the Ralston community in the library until mid-September.
	
8) Technology:  
None

9) Staff Development:  
	Jennifer Gomez Suarez resigned from her position.  We will start recruiting for a part-time Bilingual Library Specialist.  We will have 2 new Bilingual persons and 2 interns.
	      
10)  Building Maintenance Report:  
		The large windows located higher up towards the ceiling have been replaced with new windows.  Construction will start on all of the other windows in the fall.

11)  Foundation Reports:
		The Foundation did not meet. 

12)	 Unfinished Business: 
		Nebraska Public Library Accreditation

13)	 New Business:
			NLC worksheet for accreditation.

14)  Public Comments. 
None.

15)  Announcements. 
			The next board meeting will be on September 17th.

16)  Adjournment.   Angela Ritchey moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Edie Vaughan. All in favor:  Melanie Bloom, Sharon Medina, Edie Vaughan, and Angela Ritchey. Meeting Adjourned at 7:33 pm.
