Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Baright Public Library
Dated January 15, 2026 Baright Public Library
 
Attendees: Melanie Bloom (Trustee), Sharon Medina (Trustee), Jim O’Donnell (Trustee), Angela Ritchey (Trustee), Edie Vaughan (Trustee), Amanda Peña (Library Director).

1)  Call to order.  Meeting called to order by Melanie Bloom at 6:29 pm.

2) Acknowledgment of the Open Meeting Law.  “This meeting is subject to the Nebraska Open Meetings Act.  A copy of that Act is posted on the Baright Public Library website”. Read by Melanie Bloom.

3) Agenda Approval.  Jim O’Donnell made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Angela Ritchey. Motion carried with the following trustees voting aye: Melanie Bloom, Jim O’Donnell, Sharon Medina, Angela Ritchey, and Edie Vaughan.

4) Approve minutes.  In addition to the January, 2026 Meeting Minutes, November Minutes will be approved at the February, 2026 meeting.

5) Financial Report.  The board reviewed the financial report from November, 2025. There were no unusual expenses. It was noted that the new budget would be coming out next month.

6) Statistical Report.  The board reviewed and discussed the statistical report from November, 2025 and December 2025. In November, circulation declined from the previous month. Generally speaking, most categories continued to show slight declines. In December, library visitors were up from the previous month. The categories “Programs” and “Programs Attendance” are lacking data in other years because of an adjustment in tracking.

7) Strategic Plan Report.
Library Services

1. Provide educational and institutional support to the community for those lacking financial stability.

a. On November 17, we had a Nutcracker Storytime with American Midwest Ballet and 52 people attended.

b. On November 30th over 45 5th graders and their teachers from St. Gerald’s Catholic School in Ralston visited the library for a presentation and tour of the library.  They also came to visit the Winter Village.

c. We held our Book Sale on December 14th through the 21st.  we made $1,696 and sold over 1,312 items.  We may not hold this event annually, but instead look to hold it semi-annually.

d. We had our annual Noon Year’s Eve celebration to ring in the New Year on the 31st of December.

2. Assist an aging population with appropriate services and programs.
			
a. For November’s Brunch and Learn, a presentation from The Circle of Grandmothers about beading techniques, with food provided by Lemon Tree.  We had 15 people attend.
				
3. Encourage a strong Ralston economy through promotion of Ralston as a place to live and do business.

a. The library partnered with local business Good Life Candles to collaborate on two candles with the library’s logo on them.  We have sold over 25 candles so far.

b. Holiday Magic was scheduled for November 30th but was postponed to December 14th due to winter weather.

c. The Carrell Winter Village returned again.

8) Technology:  
	 Ordered 11 new desk top computers for the public and staff that were 5 years or older and needed to be updated.  The cost was $21,000.  

9) Staff Development:  
	We hired Sadie Ziegerer who was our intern from UNO to replace our open position vacated by Lia Senser.
      
10)  Building Maintenance Report:  
		The new door counter has been installed.

11)  Foundation Reports:
		Jim O’Donnell reports that the Foundation met on January 13.  They approved $1,200 for the Summer Reading program for books.

12)	 Unfinished Business: 
		None.

13)  New Business:
New Library Card Design, Budget for 25-26.

14)  Public Comments. 
None.

15)  Announcements. 
			Our next meeting is February 19.  There was no meeting in December.

16)  Adjournment.   Sharon Medina moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Edie Vaughan. All in favor:  Melanie Bloom, Sharon Medina, Jim O’Donnell, Angela Ritchey, Edie Vaughan. Meeting Adjourned at 7:02 pm.
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